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The Dorchester Trust has now been running for 6 years.  Some volunteers have been with us since the Trust’s inception, others have moved on and new people have come on board.  Thank you to Dilys Thomas and Sue Eley who have left this year.  The feedback from clients has been almost exclusively positive.  Here are some responses from our feedback forms:-

“I found the sessions immensely helpful; the on-going support, talking through my problems, anxieties and indeed anything on my mind in a safe atmosphere.  This helped me to discover some ways of coping with difficulties I experience in my life”.

“I found the match of myself and my counsellor very good, having had several attempts at counselling with my GP and they were not on the same young-minded wavelength as she”.

“This has been an excellent service for me and I can’t think of any improvements to suggest.  I couldn’t have afforded to pay the market rate for two years of therapy I’ve received via DTCP and I am extremely grateful for your service.  Many, many thanks.” 
Since 2005, about 100 people have been through the Service.  Over the last year, 29 people were offered assessments.  2 of them did not attend and 2 of them were referred elsewhere.  Then 2 of these were accepted on a reduced fee basis paid directly to the practitioner.  In June 2011 we have 16 volunteers seeing 23 clients and in addition 5 clients are being seen on a reduced fee basis.

Most of the people are seen at Colliton Street but we are considering how we might arrange for volunteers to see clients in the Weymouth and Sturminster Newton areas as public transport is expensive and the service is infrequent.  At the moment, one of our assessors, Jacky Boucherat sees clients for their initial interview in Weymouth.
Dr Alasdair MacDonald will be preparing the first paper for the Trust examining the CORE results on Risk to see how far the Trust work reduces the degree at which our clients are at risk and how far this factor is improved by our intervention. Among her many tasks as Administrator and Development Office Davina Taylor has been monitoring the CORE results and provided the data for Alasdair to examine.  We are just about to launch our first in-house Newsletter with contributions this time prepared by one of our trustees and one of our volunteers.
We are looking forward to our yearly workshop which this year is being presented on July 15th on language and trauma by our patron Valerie Sinason who is renowned for her work on ritual abuse.  Lastly, we are so pleased to welcome back our chair of trustees, Moira Walker, after a long period of ill health. 
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